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Did you ever wonder where the
money goes from the drawings
held at Association meetings and

social events?  One-half, of course, goes to
the holder of the lucky number at the meet-
ing.  But where does the other half go?

How about the Tsunami disaster relief
program!  With little fanfare and a great deal
of speed, the Touro Welfare Committee,
with the unanimous endorsement of the

Board of Directors, made a $1,000 dona-
tion to T.C.N., a Jewish organization that
has been involved in rescue and recovery
efforts from the very beginning of the di-
saster. The only discussion at the board cen-
tered on how large a donation and through
which agency it should be given.

The money came from Touro's Welfare
Fund which also includes donations received
from members.

by Stevan Labush, Chairman, Touro Welfare Fund

Touro's constitution provides that all
regular members receive a free
gravesite on Touro land at Lincoln

Park Cemetery and that the adjoining one
may be reserved for his spouse as long as the
land is available.

The key phrase here is: as long as the
land is available. Touro has taken steps to
assure that land will be available, at least for
a longer time!

Joel Pressman, chairman of Touro's
Cemetery Committee, announced that
Touro has purchased 104 gravesites in newly
developed land at Lincoln Park Cemetery.
Those gravesites will be used when the ex-
isting land in our rotation cemetery is ex-
hausted. It gives Touro more than 300

Touro Adds to Cemetery Land Holdings
by Art Poulten

gravesites which based on past experience,
should provide available land for our mem-
bers well into the 21st Century.

Joel explained that about 1200 grave-
sites were created in the newly developed
land at Lincoln Park. First, organizations al-
ready owning land were given an opportu-
nity to purchase additional plots. Touro was
among the first to commit to purchasing
the maximum allowed. Another 500
gravesites were offered to the community
at large and the remainder are being held
for use on an as-needed basis.

In other cemetery-related news, the
Touro Board has voted to increase the cost
of the adjoining gravesite reserved for a
member's spouse on the current rotation

land to $300, still a considerable saving from
what gravesites are being sold for at Lincoln
Park. Perpetual care is not included for that
grave or for the member's free site. Press-
man said the increase in the charge will help
offset Touro's cost of annual care on its un-
used gravesites.

This new land at Lincoln Park is valu-
able, but it is not enough. Several years ago,
Touro formed a Cemetery Search Commit-
tee to look for land to build a new cemetery
for Touro and the community at large. To
date, nothing has been found that meets our
criteria but the committee continues to look
for a suitable means to fulfill our promise
to our members.

There are times Touro makes donations
to organizations and wants the community
to know it. There are other times that the
donation is much more important than any
resulting publicity. The Tsunami disaster was
one of the latter. But it is important that
you, as a member of the Association, know
where this money goes.

Tsunami Relief Effort Receives Touro Donation
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by Jed R. Brandes

Social

SceneFrom the Chairman
by Robert Miller

Touro had a jam-packed month in De-
cember. Events included the traditional

Chanukah Party and Chinese Dinner and
Movie on December 25th. The first-ever
Touro Tailgating Party was a great success as
the Patriots chipped in by pounding the
Browns. The February 16th meeting was held
at the West Valley Inn hosted by Friendship
Lodge. Another great meal.

The action continues well into spring!
Nominations of Board Members and
Lodge Officers will be at Touro Hall March
2nd.

Comedian Paul D'Angelo headlines the
entertainment at the March 5th Two-fer to
be held at the Imperial Room at Rhodes
Place.

On March 13th Touro goes to PPAC to
see Jackie Mason.

A busy month concludes on March 23rd
as Touro hosts its annual Membership Open
House.

The month of April will be equally lively
with Touro's Bowling Party, the Joke Off
with Burt Fischman and the inaugural Touro
Family Feud Night.

Turn to our website for up-to-date de-
tails:

When each of us joined Touro we received specific instructions during the initia-
tion ritual about the gavel.

"The gavel in the hand of the President is a sign of authority and should command
your respect."

So I ask you, why have we had such a problem recently in maintaining decorum
during the business part of our monthly meetings?

Members are talking constantly during the meetings, causing disruptions and tak-
ing away from the spirit of the meeting. Members are talking among themselves while
the President is speaking – during committee reports. Brothers talk during the memo-
rial service (imagine if it were your memorial). Gentlemen, please, it has to stop!

Yes, Touro is a place to have fun. Sure, we are here to socialize. Yes, we want to
kibbitz with our friends. However, during the all-so-brief meeting portion of our
evening, there's really no reason why there can't be a little decorum!

Say what you want or think that I am making a big deal about this. Those of you
who have been president know exactly how it feels. Our two current presidents have
been frustrated by the lack of respect for the gavel shown by our membership. Please
help us maintain the decorum needed for a meeting to take place in an orderly fashion
so we can move on to the real reason everyone came in the first place – to eat and to be
entertained.

I have asked our Inside Guard to be more of a Sergeant at Arms to help facilitate
the decorum needed. I will also consider implementing fines or some other penalty for
failing to respect the gavel in the hand of the President.

Look at it this way: what would you do if you were speaking to your family or a
group of your friends and everyone in the room was talking and no one was paying
attention to you?  It's the same scenario, isn't it?

In the spirit of HARMONY, FRIENDSHIP and BENEVOLENCE I ask for your
cooperation in helping make our meetings more meaningful instead of just going
through the motions.

Decorum is needed.  PLEASE!

Gentlemen, mark your calendars for pMarch 23rd. It's the most fun Open House
you've ever been to at Touro. Want proof? Here it is !

First, we brought back your very favorite Touro meal, the unbeatable K.F.C. (ko-
sher fried chicken). Next, we found the area's funniest comedian, Michael J. Petit,
known as "The Man with a Thousand Voices". Michael has appeared in Vegas as well
as comedy clubs all over the country. His act includes a stand-up routine with many
celebrity impersonations.

We've lined up some great incentives for those who sign up new regular members
the night of the Open House. We're talking great prizes !! How do you win? Simple !!
Bring in a qualified "regular member",  have him sign up that night and you'll be
entered to win fantastic, and I do mean fantastic, prizes to be drawn that night.

Finally, and best of all, you'll get to bring your favorite friend, relative, or in-law
into the finest Jewish fraternal organization in the country. Not only will you enjoy
their company at future Touro meetings and events, but also you'll absolutely receive
15 Bagel Bucks to use as you choose, just for bringing a new regular member in.

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, March 23rd for Touro's Annual Open House.
My friend Al Cerrone gave me permission to say:  "You'll be glad you did!"

Join Us
for the

Most Fun
Open House

Ever!
by Andy Lamchick

March 23
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Each Board of Directors meeting starts in the same manner.
The members file in and find the minutes of the previous
meeting waiting for their inspection. After the meeting is

called to order, one of the first items on the agenda is to approve the
minutes. Board members are solicited to make any corrections or
amendments to the minutes. From time-to-time,
a correction will be needed:  a name is misspelled,
or an incorrect date is listed.  It is remarkable that,
given the length and breadth of the board meet-
ing discussions, there are no substantial errors.
But, then, Jerry Tebrow is the Association Secre-
tary.

Just the sight of Jerry tells a lot about the man.
Never a hair out of place, moustache perfectly
trimmed, clothes neat and coordinated. A man of
precision. The perfect person for recording the
affairs of the Board.

That is just half of the story.  For Jerry, service
is a major life theme. Anything he can do to fa-
cilitate the greater good is a welcome task. This
article is a perfect example.  I informed Jerry that he'd be the subject
of the next Tourogram profile and we agreed to speak later in the
week. But, the next morning, I received an e-mail from Jerry with a
650-word "autobiography."

Jerry has been married for 36 years to Joan, and they have one
daughter, Tracey.  He served in the RI Army National Guard for 31
years, attaining the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He was Comman-
dant of the State Military Academy.  And, he was awarded the Rhode
Island Star for exceptional meritorious military service to the state.

RESPECT. It's a word that seems to have lost its meaning. You see it at
our meetings, you see it on the highways, and you see it in our every
day interactions. Are we so caught up in our own lives and in our own

2 or 3 square feet of personal space that we forget that we share our space with
others?

I can tell you from personal experience that trying to conduct a Touro
meeting can be very frustrating. It is especially troublesome when new mem-
bers stand before us to join our Association. What do we say about ourselves

when we cannot show a little respect and hold
our conversations for even 20 minutes while the
ritual is taking place?

It really takes very little effort from each of
us to show others that they are important. We
show that to our dear departed brothers after they
are gone. Why don't we show that to each other
while living? It only takes a moment, a little
thought, a little kindness and a little tolerance –
a little common sense — to show respect to each
other.

Let's give the word RESPECT its rightful
meaning during Touro meetings.

It is the second highest military award given by the state.
A retired math teacher at Coventry High School, he went the

extra mile by serving as Math Department head. He still tutors stu-
dents. He is also a director of the American Computer Science League,
a computer science contest for high school students.

Jerry joined Touro in the mid 1980s;
mostly attending couples functions, but not a lot
of meetings.  He gradually became more involved,
attending social committee meetings and finally,
getting appointed as Association Secretary. He
points out that, in this capacity, he cannot vote at
board meetings. But, he takes satisfaction in his
ability to serve on committees, attend the meet-
ings and voice his opinions.  He doesn't need the
"glory" of being elected to the board by Touro's
members. He is content to serve.

Much of the work Jerry does for Touro is
behind-the-scenes committee work. He continues
to be a major force on the Social Committee, ar-
ranging for military figures to speak at member-

ship meetings.  And his Trivia Night at the January meetings has
become a great Touro tradition.  He has made major contributions
to the great success of Touro's golf tournaments.  He jokes that he is
a member of the Orientation and Cemetery committees, helping
Touro members when they come and when they go!

In the autobiography, Jerry wrote that his "close friends are Touro
members and, I never thought that Touro plays such a large part in
my life."  It is safe to say that the benefits of that relationship run
both ways.

To Protect and Serve
by Jed R. Brandes

Kibitzing with the President
by Ed Deluty, President, Friendship Lodge

Trivia Contest Winners

Jerry Tebrow

Trivia Night Winners at the January 19th Meeting: (pic-
tured center, l-r) Jed Brandes and Barry Schiff took top prize
with second place winners (pictured right, l-r) Steven
Dinnerman and Andy Lamchick and third place went to
the team of  (pictured left, l-r) Stephen and Howard Kosofsky.
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at Touro's

Chanukah Party



F

o r  t h e  2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 6  s c h o o l  y e a r ,

your Board of Directors has sub-

s t a n t i a l l y  i m p r o v e d  t h e  T o u r o

Student Financial Aid program.  Touro

n o w  w i l l  o f f e r  u p  t o  $ 3 1 , 0 0 0  i n  e d u -

c a t i o n a l  a i d  t o  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r

f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t w o  o u t r i g h t

g r a n t s  o f  $ 3 , 0 0 0  e a c h  ( p r e v i o u s l y

$ 2 , 5 0 0 )  a n d  a s  m a n y  a s  1 0  i n t e r e s t -

f r e e  l o a n s  o f  u p  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0  e a c h  ( p r e v i -

o u s l y  $ 2 , 0 0 0 ) .

H e r e  a r e  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  h o w

y o u  c a n  r e c e i v e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a p p l i -

c a t i o n s .

Student Financial Aid by Alan D. Lury, Chairman, Student Financial Aid Committee

EDUCATIONAL GRANTS: Regular Touro members, their spouses and children, and chil-
dren of deceased regular Touro members are eligible. The applicant must attend an accredited
institution of higher learning on a full time basis for the 2005-2006 academic year. Awards will
be based on financial need, academic record and other criteria as outlined in the application.
Please note that grant applicants or the parents of grant applicants must have been a member of
the Association for at least two years.

STUDENT LOANS: Regular Touro members, their children and children of deceased regular
Touro members are eligible for interest-free Student Loans. Students must attend an accredited
institution of higher learning on a full-time basis for the 2005-2006 school year. The loans
must be co-signed by a regular Touro member in good standing who must remain a member in
good standing during the life of the loan.

Please look for our early March letter detailing the specific application processes.

Fall Two-fer at the "O" Club

Tailgate Party
at Touro Hall


